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thousand copies of various publications, while the
Philadelphia League far surpassed this record, cir-
culating within eight years four million five hun-
dred thousand copies of 144 different pamphlets.
The literature consisted largely of accounts of
"Southern outrages" taken from the reports of Bu-
reau agents and similar sources.

With the close of the Civil War the League did
not cease its active interest in things political. It
was one of the first organizations to declare for
negro suffrage and the disfranchisement of Con-
federates; it held steadily to this declaration
during the four years following the war; and it
continued as a sort of bureau in the radical Re*
publican party for the purpose of controlling the
negro vote in the South. Its representatives were
found in the lobbies of Congress demanding ex-
treme measures, endorsing the reconstruction pol-
icies of Congress, and condemning the course of
the President. After the first year or two of re-
construction the Leagues in the larger Northern
cities began to grow away from the strictly political
Union League of America and tended to become
mere social clubs for members of the same poli-
tical belief. The eminently respectable Philadelphia
and New York clubs had little in common with